CHAPTER XII

A GERMAN BASE

MANA appeared on August 23rd, a week after the warship left,
and not before we had become a little anxious about her. She
had done the passage to the mainland in eighteen days, estab-
lishing a record, but had had bad luck on her return journey,
the voyage having taken forty-one days.  Even after her arrival
there was the usual chase to get hold of her, and we did not
receive the mail till late one night.   We had had no letters
since we left Talcahuano the preceding February, and read them
eagerly during the small hours; it was the greatest relief to find
that all at home was well.  The yacht had to put out again to
sea before the newspapers could be landed, but we later received
in them the accounts of the murder of the Austrian Archduke
and Duchess; even then, of course, Ireland and labour troubles
loomed much more largely on the political horizon.  As soon as
the return mail was ready, on September 4th, we despatched
Mana again, the instructions sent home being that everything
w^s to be sent to Tahiti, as we expected to get of when she once
more returned the following November.

The Baquedano had brought some additions to the community

on the island: one or two Europeans to work on the estate aid

-a German to plant tobacco.  The fact that the presence of this

last coincided with the declaration of the war, and the subseqtrf

use of the island by his nation as a naval base, gave rise later to

^a good deal of comment; it is certain that but little efiort m

made to grow tobacco*  He left shortly before we did.  A

schoolmaster from Chile was also among the newcomers; ha TO

.. seat 'by the .Government, and brought an expensive school

building. In this he entertained us all to celebrate the dayol

- Chilean Independence, September i8th, when the natives gave

1 ^m ;masqne dances, a fashion imported "from Tahiti  It nw^

Cresting to notice that the women always preferred to wear
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